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To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Fulwood  Urban  District  Council. 


Mr.  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Council, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  my  Annual  Reports  for  the  years  1939,  1940  and  1941. 

In  accordance  with  the  instructions  of  the  Ministry  of  Health  the  Reports  are  abbreviated 
but  they  contain  the  usual  statistics  of  births,  deaths,  infectious  diseases,  and  certain  details 
relevant  to  the  work  of  the  Public  Health  Service  in  the  Urban  District. 

1939.  The  year  1939  was  characterised,  not  by  the  volume  of  work  in  the  interests  of 

public  hygiene,  but  by  the  feverish  activity  which  was  devoted  to  the  preparation,  the 
organisation,  and  the  consolidation  of  the  Casualty  Services,  as  an  integral  part  of  the 
National  Civil  Defence  against  air  raids.  However,  one  very  important  measure  in  the  realms  of 
preventive  medicine  was  initiated: — the  immunisation  of  the  child  population  against  Diphtheria, 
rendered  all  the  more  necessary  and  urgent  by  the  threat  of  war. 

The  onset  of  war  in  the  early  autumn  raised  many  new  problems,  not  the  least  of  which 
was  the  evacuation  scheme  whereby  many  hundreds  of  children  and  mothers  were  evacuated 
from  the  congested  areas  of  the  cities,  into  this  residential  area.  Such  an  upheaval  could  not  fail 
to  present  to  the  evacuees  themselves  many  difficult  questions  of  social  behaviour  and  of  reactions 
to  changes  of  social  environment;  and  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  reception  area,  problems  of  the 
restoration  of  cleanliness,  of  communicable  diseases,  and  of  child  management  generally. 

Perhaps  in  retrospect  the  Evacuation  Scheme  should  be  viewed  more  as  an  interesting  social 
experiment  than  as  a measure  of  safety  rendered  necessary  by  the  outbreak  of  war. 

The  organisation  of  staffs  to  examine  these  children  on  their  arrival,  the  urgent  necessity 
to  arrange  accommodation  for  those  who  by  reason  of  disease  or  uncleanliness  were  unbilletable, 
and  the  arrangements  necessary  to  provide  treatment  for  these  children,  proved  a great  strain  upon 
the  limited  staff  available. 

The  County  Council  had  requested  that  accommodation  should  be  provided  for  cases  of 
non-notifiable  infectious  diseases,  and  a house  (Ellerslie,  in  the  Nooklands)  was  taken  over  for  this 
purpose.  Fortunately,  its  use  for  these  diseases  was  seldom  required  and  as  the  County  Council 
quickly  provided  Sick  Bays  for  such  cases,  Ellerslie  was  converted  into  a Clinic  for  the  treatment 
of  minor  ailments,  for  disinfestation,  and  for  the  treatment  of  other  diseases  for  which  there  were 
no  adequate  local  facilities.  The  County  Council  approved  of  the  use  of  this  house  for  this 
purpose.  A record  is  given  later  in  the  reports  of  the  amount  of  treatment  given  there. 

During  the  year.  Dr.  Trimble,  who  had  given  long  and  faithful  service  as  Medical  Officer 
of  Health  to  the  Urban  District,  indicated  that  on  account  of  his  age  and  his  indifferent  health, 
he  would  not  seek  re-election  to  the  appointment  at  the  end  of  his  year.  He  duly  retired  in 
July,  1939,  and  I was  appointed  in  his  stead.  I had  already  acted  as  deputy  to  Dr.  Trimble  for 
six  months. 
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1940.  In  the  year  1940  the  volume  of  work  in  the  department  had  grown  to  such  an 
extent  that  the  Council  wisely  decided  to  appoint  a whole  time  Sanitary  Inspector  instead 
of  a part-time  one.  Mr.  Southworth,  a member  of  the  Surveyor’s  staff,  who  possessed 

the  necessary  qualifications  of  a Sanitary  Inspector,  was  appointed  to  the  post. 

With  this  appointment  a thorough  reorganisation  of  the  work  of  the  department  was  under- 
taken. A regular  routine  of  inspections,  and  the  compilation  of  records  which  would  be  of  proved 
value  for  comparative  purposes  were  put  into  operation. 

The  latter  part  of  the  year  with  its  nights  disturbed  by  the  frequent  air  raids,  and  its  days 
with  not  infrequent  warnings,  did  impede,  to  a certain  extent,  the  progress  of  this  reorganisation, 
but  did  not  prevent  it.  In  spite  of  these  disturbances  the  Immunisation  against  Diphtheria  was 
continued  throughout  the  year. 

This  year  showed  a large  increase  in  the  number  of  cases  of  infectious  diseases  notified. 
This  was  due  to  the  fact  that  it  contained  a full  year’s  notifications  of  Whooping-cough  and 
Measles,  whereas  in  1939  these  diseases  were  only  notifiable  for  some  two  months.  The  entry 
into  the  district  of  a large  number  of  evacuees  from  London,  many  of  whom  were  suffering  from, 
or  incubating.  Measles  on  arrival,  swamped  the  district  with  that  disease. 

1941.  This  year  was  marked  by  continued  progress  in  the  organisation  of  the  department 
vith  particular  attention  devoted  to  the  bacteriological  contents  of  the  milk  sold  in  the 
district,  and  more  frequent  inspections  of  the  milk  producing  farms.  The  occurrence  of 

cases  of  Nonpulmonary  Tuberculosis,  in  which  the  possibility  of  milk  borne  tubercle  could  not  be 
excluded,  demanded  the  strictest  supervision  of  all  milk  retailed  in  the  district.  Samples  of  milk 
were  taken  at  frequent  intervals  and  subjected  to  bacteriological  examination.  Purveyors  of  milk 
below  the  required  standard  were  warned,  and  this,  with  the  frequency  of  sampling,  soon  showed 
results  by  the  improvement  in  the  bacterial  content  of  the  milks. 

The  epidemic  of  Measles  which  had  arisen  in  1940  continued  into  the  early  months  of  1941, 
and  Whooping-cough  of  a mijd  type  also  appeared.  It  was  necessary  to  close  the  Watling  Street 
Road  Council  School  for  a short  period  on  account  of  Scarlet  Fever,  and  this  determined  the 
outbreak. 

A few  cases  of  Paratyphoid  Fever  occured  in  the  District.  That  these  were  not  due  to 
water  or  milk  was  proved  by  bacteriological  examinations  in  each  case.  They  proved  to  be 
connected  with  a nation-wide  epidemic  which  was  caused  by  infected  synthetic  cream.  The  cream 
was  apparently  infected  during  the  process  of  manufacture. 

Toward  the  end  of  the  year  a number  of  cases  of  Infective  Hepatitis  (Infectious  Jaundice) 
appeared  in  one  of  the  Schools.  All  the  cases  were  mild  in  character  and  an  investigation  into 
the  possible  causes  and  the  method  of  spread  were  unproductive  of  results. 
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Immunisation  against  Diphtheria  was  continued,  and  practically  all  the  persons  affected  by 
this  disease  were  not  normally  residents  of  the  district  and  had  not  been  immunised. 

The  numbers  of  children  immunised  at  31st  December,  1941,  were: — 

Pre-school  age  256 

School  age  855 

Water  Supply  and  Sewerage.  During  the  three  years  constant  supervision  had  been  exercised 
over  the  water  supplied  to  the  district.  Mr.  Watkinson,  the  Surveyor,  and  myself  had  worked 
in  the  closest  collaboration  in  this  matter,  and  frequent  meetings  and  consultations  had  taken 
place.  All  the  Council  employees  engaged  on  any  part  of  the  Council’s  water  supply  system 
had  been  examined  and  tested  most  thoroughly  in  order  to  ensure  that  they  were  free  from 
infection,  and  were  not  carriers  of  any  form  of  Enteric  disease.  These  employees  submitted  willingly 
to  this  examination,  and  T desire  to  pay  tribute  to  their  public  spiritedness  in  this  matter. 

Details  of  the  methods  adopted  by  the  Council  to  improve  the  quantity  and  quality  of 
the  water  are  not  given  in  these  reports.  They  will  be  given  in  the  future  when  the  necessity  no 
longer  exists  not  to  publish  details  connected  with  the  safety  of  the  country  as  a whole  and  its 
defensive  organisation. 

There  are  areas  in  the  northern  part  of  the  district  where  the  sewage  disposal  is  not 
satisfactory.  Overflows  from  the  septic  tanks  foul  many  of  the  streams,  and  in  periods  of  sub- 
normal rainfall  the  courses  of  these  streams  are  traced  by  unpleasant  odours.  Investigations  by 
officials  of  the  Ministry  of  Health  into  this  matter  have  not,  so  far,  been  productive  of  material 
results.  The  war,  no  doubt,  accounts  for  the  delay  in  granting  permission  to  proceed  with  the 
sewering  of  this  area,  which  is  the  only  method  that  will  provide  an  adequate  and  permanent  remedy 
for  these  defects. 


Statistics  and  Social  Conditions  of  the  Area. 

Area  in  Acres — 3,268. 

Population  (Census  1931) — 7,387. 

Registrar  General’s  estimate  of  resident  population: — 

1939  1940  1941 

11,640  12,320  12,620 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (census  1931) — 1,501.  At  the  end  of: — 


1939 

1940 

1941 

3,364 

3,394 

3,401 

1939 

1940 

1941 

£84,061 

£84,078 

£84,209 

i by  a penny  rate: — 

1939 

1940 

1941 

£350 

£350 

£351 
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The  increase  in  the  estimated  population  may  be  noted,  an  actual  enumeration  would 
undoubtedly  reveal  much  higher  figures. 

Social  Conditions  of  the  District.  The  district  is  mainly  a residential  one,  but  industry  is 
represented  by  one  Steam  Laundry  and  the  many  Milk  Producing  Farms  in  the  rural  areas  at  the 
periphery  of  the  district. 

There  are  several  public  institutions  in  the  area — a Public  Assistance  Institution  with  a 
General  Hospital  and  a Maternity  Hospital  in  its  grounds,  a Military  Barracks,  two  residential 
Orphanages,  a School  and  Workshops  for  the  Blind,  a Home  for  the  Aged  Sick  and  Poor,  a 
Convent,  and  an  Isolation  Hospital  for  Infectious  Diseases. 

There  has  been  no  unemployment  during  the  years  under  review. 

The  Vital  Statistics  are  presented  below  in  table  form  and  call  for  little  comment. 

Vital  Statistics. 


1939 

1940 

1941 

Live  Births — 

Total 

M. 

F. 

Total 

M. 

F. 

Total 

M. 

F. 

Legitimate  

156 

79 

77 

150 

86 

64 

147 

77 

70 

Illegitimate  

3 

2 

1 

4 

2 

2 

4 

2 

2 

Total  

159 

81 

78 

154 

88 

66 

151 

79 

72 

Still  Births  ... 

5 

4 

1 

11 

8 

3 

6 

5 

1 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  estimated 
resident  population  mid-year 

13-9 

12-5 

11-9 

Still  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  total 
Live  and  Still  Births  

30-0 

66-0 

38-0 

Deaths  

Total 

M. 

F. 

Total 

M. 

F. 

Motal 

M. 

F. 

173 

84 

89 

199 

94 

105 

197 

102 

95 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  estimated 
average  population  

14-8 

16T 

15-6 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes. 
Puerperal  Sepsis  

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Other  Maternal  Causes  

Nil 

2 

1 

Total  

Nil 

2 

1 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  Live  and 
Still  Births  

Nil 

12-04 

6-06 
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Vital 

Statistics- 

-continued. 

Death  Rate  of  Infants  under 
one  year 

1939 

1940 

1941 

All  Infants  per  1,000  Live  Births 
Legitimate  Infants  per  1,000 

56 

45 

50 

Legitimate  Live  Births 

Illegitimate  Infants  per  1,000 

58 

39 

51 

Illegitimate  Live  Births 

Nil 

250 

Nil 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (All  ages) 

20 

19 

23 

Deaths  from  Measles  (All  ages) 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Deaths  from  Whooping-cough... 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (Under 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

2 years  of  age)  

Adjusted  Death  Rate  (Compara- 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

bility  factor  0.87)  for  1939 

12-8 

14-0 

15.6 

and  1940  only)  Crude  Death-rate  only 

These  Statistics  have  been  supplied  by  the  Registrar  General  through  the  County  Council 
Public  Health  Department,  and  are  corrected  for  inward  and  outward  transfers. 

Births  and  Birth-rate. 

The  Registrar  General  has  given  the  total  numbers  of  live  and  still  births  registered  in  or 
belonging  to  the  Urban  District  for  the  respective  years,  and  these  are  given  in  the  following 
table : — 

Live  Births 


1939 

1940 

1941 

M. 

F. 

Total 

M. 

F. 

Total 

M. 

F. 

Total 

Total  

81 

78 

159 

88 

66 

154 

79 

72 

151 

Legitimate  

79 

77 

156 

86 

64 

150 

77 

70 

147 

Illegitimate  

2 

1 

3 

2 

2 

4 

2 

2 

4 

Still 

Births 

M. 

F. 

Total 

M. 

F. 

Total 

M. 

F. 

Total 

Total  

4 

1 

5 

8 

3 

11 

5 

1 

6 

Legitimate  

4 

1 

8 

3 

5 

1 

Illegitimate  

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

In  the  year  1938  the  total  live  births  were  119,  and  in  1937  138,  the  live  birth-rates  being 
10.6  and  12.9,  whereas  in  1939,  1940  and  1941,  the  birth-rates  were  13.65,  12.5,  and  11.96  per 
1,000  respectively.  During  the  three  latter  years  the  respective  rates  for  England  and  Wales 
were  15.00,  14.6,  and  14.2. 
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For  ease  of  comparison  a summarised  table  is  given  below 

: — 

Mean  of  5 years 

Live 

Birth-rate 
per  1.000 
population 

Crude 
Death:rate 
per  1.000 
population 

Death-rate 
from  Pulmonary 
Tuberculosis 
per  1»000 
population 

Death-rate 
from  Cancer 
per  1.000 
population 

Maternal 
Mortality 
per  1,000 
Live  Births 

Maternal 
Mortality 
per  1.000 

Live  and  Still 
Births. 

Infantile 
Mortality 
per  1.000 
Live  Births 

1934/1938  

10-7 

13-8 

0-20 

1-88 

6-05 

5-69 

40-0 

1939  

13-9 

14-8 

0-25 

1-71 

Nil 

Nil 

56-0 

1940  

12-5 

16-1 

0-24 

1-54 

12-9 

12.04 

45-0 

1941 

11-9 

15-6 

0-31 

1-82 

6-28 

6-06 

50-0 

County  of  Lancaster 
for  1939  ... 

14-25 

13-04 

0-42 

1‘62 

3-94 

3-76 

57-0 

1940  ... 

14-44 

14-34 

0-46 

1-60 

3-54 

3-40 

59-0 

1941  ... 

14-73 

13-06 

0-43 

1-65 

3-38 

3-24 

61-0 

England  and  Wales 
for  1939 

15-0 

12-1 

0-53 

* 

2-82 

50-0 

1940  ... 

14'6 

14-3 

0-58 

2-16 

55-0 

1941  ... 

14-2 

12-9 

0-60 

2-23 

59-0 

*Figures  not  available. 

Deaths  of 

Infants  under  1 year. 

1939 

1940 

1941 

M. 

F.  Total.  M 

F. 

Total 

M.  F. 

Total 

Legitimate 

...  4 

...  5 ... 

9 3 

...  3 .. 

6 .... 

. 5 ...  3 

...  8 

Illegitimate 

...  — 

...  — ... 

— — 

...  1 ... 

1 .... 

. — ...  — 

...  — 

4 

...  5 ... 

9 3 

...  4 .. 

7 .... 

..  5 ...  3 

...  8 

Population. 

The  census  of  1931  showed  that  the  number  of  inhabitants  of  Fulwood  was  8,816  (Males 
4,329,  Females  4,487).  At  the  mid-period  of  1941  the  population  was  estimated  to  be  12,620.  In 
1931  the  number  of  persons  resident  in  public  and  other  institutions  was  over  2,000,  and  in  1941, 
whilst  no  detailed  information  of  this  nature  can  be  given,  it  can  be  stated  that  the  numbers  in 
these  institutions  were  not  less  than  in  the  year  1931. 

The  Registrar  General’s  yearly  estimates  of  the  population  for  the  District,  is  given  below:  — 

1938  1939  1940  1941 

11,160  ...  11,640  ...  12,320  ...  12,620 

Deaths  and  Death  Rates. 

The  Table  appended  gives  the  registered  deaths  of  persons  belonging  to  the  Urban  District, 
and  also  includes  the  crude  and  adjusted  death-rates  per  1,000  of  population.  The  death  rate  for 
England  and  Wales  is  also  given. 
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1939. 

1940. 

1941. 

Registered  deaths  of  the  District  ... 

173 

199 

197 

Crude  death-rate  of  the  District  ... 

14.8 

16.1 

15.6 

Adjusted  death-rate  of  the  District 

12.92 

14.0 

— 

Death-rate  for  England  and  Wales  ... 

12.1 

14.3 

12.9 

uring  the  years  1939  and  1940,  as  in 

previous  years. 

the  Registrar 

General  supplied  a 

comparability  factor  for  adjusting  the  local  death-rate.  This  factor,  by  adjusting  the  population 
for  sex  and  age  distribution,  makes  the  death  rate  of  each  District  comparable.  It  was  given  as 
0.87  for  Fulwood  for  1939  and  1940,  but  was  not  supplied  for  1941. 


The  Table  below  shows  the  summarised  causes  of  death  for  the  years  under  review.  The 
detailed  figures  are  supplied  by  the  Registrar  General. 


1939 

Males  Fe 

males 

1940 

Males 

Females 

1941 

Males 

Females 

Total  from  all  causes 

84 

89 

94 

105 

102 

95 

Nephritis  (Kidney  Diseases) 

3 

5 

2 

6 

1 

8 

Heart  Diseases  

28 

19 

26 

31 

25 

29 

Diseases  of  the  Blood  Vessels  ... 

8 

5 

1 

1 

4 

1 

Bronchitis  

5 

6 

9 

6 

4 

5 

Influenza  and  Pneumonia 

— 

6 

8 

6 

4 

3 

Cancer  

9 

11 

7 

12 

13 

10 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage  

6 

14 

14 

16 

23 

12 

Digestive  Diseases  

2 

6 

3 

4 

3 

4 

Deaths  due  to  Violence  

3 

6 

5 

1 

1 

3 

Infectious  Diseases  

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

Venereal  Disease  

— 

1 

2 

— 

— 

— 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  

3 

— 

2 

1 

1 

3 

Non-Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  ... 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

Congenital  defects.  Prematurity 
and  Birth  Injuries 

4 

3 

1 

3 

5 

3 

Maternal  Deaths 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

1 

All  other  causes 

13 

6 

12 

16 

17 

13 

Deaths  From  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis. 

The  Table  appended  shows  the  number  of  deaths  from  Tuberculosis  of  the  Respiratory 
System,  and  also  the  corresponding  death  rates  per  1,000  estimated  population. 

1939.  1940.  1941. 

Males  Females  Males  Females  Males  Females 
Deaths  during  the  three  years  ...  3 ...  — ...  2 ...  1 ...  1 ...  3 

Death  Rates  from  the  disease  per 

1,000  estimated  population  ...  0.257  ...  0.243  ...  0.316 
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Three  deaths  occurred  in  1938  and  this  equalled  a death  rate  of  0.26  per  1,000  estimated 
population. 

Deaths  from  Malignant  Diseases. 

The  following  table  gives  the  number  of  deaths  from  Cancer  and  also  the  death  rates  from 
Cancer  in  the  years  under  review:  — 

1939.  1940.  1941. 

Males  Females  Males  Females  Males  Females 

9 ...  11  ...  7 ...  12  ...  13  ...  10 

Death  Rates  from  Cancer  in  the 

three  years 1.718  ...  1.542  ...  1.822 

Infantile  Mortality. 

The  Table  below  gives  the  number  of  deaths  during  the  three  years  of  infants  under  one 
year  of  age  belonging  to  the  District.  The  Infant  Mortality  Rates  for  the  Urban  District,  Lancashire, 
and  England  and  Wales,  are  also  given. 


1939. 

1940. 

1941. 

Number  of  deaths  of  infants  under  one 

year  of  age  

9 

7 

8 

Infant  Mortality  Rate  for  Urban  District 

56 

45 

50 

Infant  Mortality  Rate  for  Lancashire  ... 

57 

59 

61 

Infant  Mortality  Rate  for  England  and 

Wales  

50 

55 

59 

General  Provisions  of  He  alth 

Services 

for  the  Area. 

The  Public  Health  Officers  of  the  Authority:  — 

Medical  Officer  of  Health'. — G.  G.  Wray,  M.D.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H.  (Not  in  general  practice). 

Other  Public  appointments: — Assistant  County  Medical  Officer,  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  Longridge  and  Walton-le-Dale  Urban  District  Councils. 

Sanitary  Inspector: — D.  B.  Southworth,  M.R.San.I. 

Veterinary  Services: — Advice  and  help  from  the  Veterinary  Surgeons  of  the  County  Panel 
are  available  when  required. 

Vaccination: — The  Lancashire  County  Council  Public  Vaccinator  for  the  District  is  Dr.  R. 
Slater. 

The  Public  Vaccinator  at  the  Fulwood  Institution  is  Dr.  J.  Laurie. 
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Laboratory  Facilities. 

The  laboratory  attached  to  the  Preston  Royal  Infirmary  has  continued  to  provide  valuable 
assistance  by  the  examination  of  Bacteriological  and  Pathological  specimens.  The  district  is  favoured 
by  the  close  proximity  of  such  a well-equipped  laboratory,  providing  facilities  for  the  rapid  diagnosis 
of  Infectious  Diseases  and  the  examination  of  samples  of  milk. 

During  the  years  1939,  1940  and  1941,  the  under-mentioned  examinations  were  carried  out 
at  the  Department  of  Pathology,  Royal  Infirmary,  Preston.  The  examinations  were  carried  out 
on  the  authority  of  the  Council,  and  the  results  were  reported  to  me. 


1939. 

1940. 

1941. 

Blood — Agglutination  (Enteric  Group)  ... 

5 

8 

14 

Faeces  and  Urine  (Enteric  Group) 

— 

— 

23 

Ice  Cream  

— 



1 

Swabs— B . Diphtheriae  

25 

17 

24 

Haemolytic  Streptococci  

12 

5 

15 

Sputum — Tuberculosis  

12 

3 

3 

Other  Specimens  

7 

3 

5 

Ambulance  Transport  Facilities. 

By  arrangement  with  the  Preston  Corporation  an  ambulance  service  is  provided  when 
required.  So  far  these  arrangements  have  been  adequate.  In  addition,  motor  ambulance  transport 
is  obtainable  from  private  firms. 

Nursing  in  the  Home. 

No  nursing  facilities  are  provided  by  the  Council,  but  the  Preston  Nursing  Association  extends 
its  services  into  the  southern  parts  of  Fulwood  and  their  Provident  Scheme  is  in  operation  in  those 
parts  of  Fulwood. 

The  County  Nursing  Association  covers  the  northern  part  of  the  District  through  its 
Broughton  Branch. 

Qinics  and  Treatment  Centres. 

Fulwood,  not  being  an  Education  Authority  nor  an  authority  for  Maternity  and  Child 
Welfare,  is  not  directly  responsible  for  the  provision  of  assistance  or  treatment  at  Clinics  or  Centres. 

Lancashire  County  Council  provides  facilities  for  treatment  under  the  Education  Acts,  and 
the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Schemes,  and  these  facilities  are  widely  utilised  by  the  inhabitants 
of  the  District  although  the  nearest  Centre  and  School  Clinic  are  respectively  situated  at  Barton  and 
Longridge.  All  babies  are  visited  regularly  by  the  County  Health  Visitor.  During  the  year  1939 
the  Council,  with  the  approval  of  the  Lancashire  County  Council,  opened  a Clinic  at  Ellerslie, 
Nooklands,  for  the  treatment  of  evacuee  children.  The  Clinic  was  opened  on  the  5th  September, 
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1939,  and  from  that  date  to  the  31st  December,  1939,  1,623  attendances  by  children  were  made.  In 
1940  and  1941,  775  and  1,321  attendances  were  made  for  treatment.  Many  of  these  evacuee  children 
were  immunised  against  Diphtheria  during  the  three  years.  Many  babies,  normal  residents  of  the 
district,  were  also  immunised  here  at  the  ordinary  Clinic  sessions. 

Midwives  Act. 

Under  this  Act  the  Lancashire  County  Council  provides  a domiciliary  Maternity  service 
through  the  Lancashire  County  Nursing  Association  (Broughton  Branch).  The  nurse  employed  by 
the  Broughton  Branch  is  Miss  Margaret  Johnson  mentioned  below.  The  district  is  fortunate  in 
having  a well  equipped  Maternity  Home  run  in  connection  with  Sharoe  Green  Hospital,  as  well  as 
the  near  proximity  of  the  Maternity  Hospital  attached  to  the  Preston  Royal  Infirmary. 

There  are  two  State  Registered  Midwives  in  the  Urban  District:  — 

Johnson,  Eliz.  (Miss)  “ Brynville,”  Cadley  Causeway,  Nr.  Preston. 

C.M.B.,  S.R. 

Johnson,  Mgt.  E.  (Miss),  “ Brynville,”  Cadley  Causeway,  Nr.  Preston. 

C.M.B.,  S.R. 

Telephone  No.  Preston  6368. 

Hospitals. 

Voluntary.  Preston  Royal  Infirmary,  an  Institution  well  equipped  and  up-to-date,  is  available 
for  all  cases  of  accidents  or  sickness  from  this  district.  St.  Joseph’s  Hospital,  Mount  Street,  is  also 
largely  used  by  the  residents  of  this  district.  There  is  private  ward  accommodation  in  both  hospitals 
for  those  who  desire  it. 

Public  Assistance  and  Infectious  Diseases  Hospitals. 

Sharoe  Green  Hospital  situated  in  this  district  is  part  of  the  Public  Assistance  Institution.  It 
has  been  very  largely  modernised  by  Preston  Corporation  and  now  provides  accommodation  and 
treatment  of  the  best  type. 

The  Preston,  Fulwood  and  Longridge  Joint  Hospital  for  Infectious  Diseases  is  also  situated 
in  Fulwood. 

The  Lancashire  County  Council  provides  hospital  accommodation  for  cases  of  Tuberculosis, 
for  Orthopaedic  cases,  for  Venereal  Diseases,  and  for  Maternity. 

Mental  cases  go  to  the  Hospitals  administered  by  the  Lancashire  Asylums  Board. 

Smallpox  cases  are  accommodated  at  the  Joint  Hospital  at  Elswick. 

Sewage  and  Sewage  Disposal. 

The  Sewage  of  the  Southern  Section  of  the  District  is  treated  at  the  Council’s  own  Sewage  Works 
at  Cottam,  situated  in  the  area  of  the  Preston  Rural  District.  The  Works  comprise  Detritus  and 
Settling  Tanks,  Circular  Rotating  Sprinklers,  and  Humus  Tank.  The  effluent  from  the  Works  is 
discharged  by  gravity  into  the  Savick  Brook. 
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In  the  northerly  part  of  the  district  the  houses  are  drained  to  individual  Septic  Tanks,  the 
effluents  from  which  are  eventually  discharged  into  streams.  This  method  of  disposal  is  unsatis- 
factory, and  during  the  summer  months  disagreeable  odours  mark  the  course  of  the  streams.  A 
scheme  to  sewer  this  part  of  the  district  had  been  submitted  to  and  had  been  approved  by  the 
Minister  of  Health,  but  the  inception  of  this  scheme  was  suspended  by  the  outbreak  of  war,  and  the 
withdrawal  of  the  Minister’s  permission  to  borrow  the  money.  The  necessity  for  the  proper  sewer- 
ing of  this  particular  District  is  obvious  and  it  should  be  undertaken  immediately  permission  is 
given. 

Rivers  and  Streams. 

The  Ribble  Joint  Committee  has  jurisdiction  over  the  rivers  and  streams  in  the  district. 

Closet  Accommodation. 

The  Water  Carriage  system  is  in  general  operation  throughout  the  District,  and  there  is  only 
one  Privy  Midden,  and  Pail  Closets  are  few. 

Public  Cleansing — Removal  of  House  Refuse. 

During  the  years  1939 — 1940  and  1941  there  were  4,282,  4,412,  4,419  dustbins  in  the  Urban 
District.  These  were  emptied  each  week  and  this  work  was  carried  out  by  the  Engineer  and 
Surveyor’s  Department.  The  refuse  was  disposed  of  at  tips  in  Fulwood  Hall  Lane  and  Tower 
Lane. 


In  1940  a Salvage  Scheme  was  instituted  and  this  deals  with  the  Waste-paper,  Metals,  Textiles, 
Kitchen  Waste  and  Glass.  The  reports  of  the  Ministry  of  Supply  show  that  this  Authority  ranks 
high  in  the  Salvage  returns. 

Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  District. 

The  report  of  Mr.  Southworth,  Sanitary  Inspector,  is  appended  to  this  report.  It  deals  with 
the  general  sanitary  work  carried  out  during  the  three  years  under  review. 

Housing. 

The  Housing  conditions  of  the  Urban  District  may  be  classified  as  satisfactory,  although 
some  old  houses  in  the  District  are  not  suitable  for  repair  at  a reasonable  expense.  Certain  houses 
in  the  district  may  at  present  be  overcrowded.  The  houses  built  in  the  few  years  prior  to  the  war 
are  mainly  good  residential  dwellings,  and  in  the  majority  of  cases  are  owner  occupied. 

During  the  years  1939-40-41,  the  number  of  houses  completed  were  146,  30  and  7 respectively. 
In  the  previous  five  years  899  houses  were  erected. 

School  Accommodation. 

The  increase  in  the  population  of  the  District  and  the  evacuation  of  school  children  to  this 
area  caused  serious  overcrowding  in  the  Schools,  particularly  in  1939  and  1940.  This  congestion 
was  relieved  to  some  extent  by  the  use  of  the  Methodist  Sunday  School  as  a Day  School  for 
Evacuees. 
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The  two  proposed  Senior  Schools  mentioned  in  the  previous  report  (1938)  have  not  been 

built. 


Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Foods. 

Milk.  During  the  years  under  review  active  measures  have  been  taken  by  the  Health 
Department  in  the  endeavour  to  ensure  the  production  of  a clean  and  safe  milk.  The  46  Producing 
Farms  housing  approximately  850  cows,  have  been  regularly  inspected,  and  although  the  general 
standard  of  the  Cowsheds  in  the  district  may  be  classified  as  fairly  good,  a number  are  not  suitable 
for  milk  production.  There  are  10  Accredited  Milk  Farms  in  the  Urban  District.  These  are 
licensed  by  the  Lancashire  County  Council. 

Pasteurisation.  There  is  one  “ Holder  ” pasteurising  plant  in  the  district,  and  samples  of 
treated  milk  have  been  obtained  at  regular  intervals.  The  results  of  tests  of  these  samples  show 
that  the  plant  is  satisfactory.  This  pasteurising  plant  is  licensed  by  the  Local  Authority. 

Part  of  the  milk  treated  by  this  plant  is  retailed  in  the  Urban  District  and  the  remainder  in 
the  County  Borough  of  Preston. 

Milk  (Special  Designations  Order  1936).  Four  Dealers’  Licences  have  been  issued  each  year 
to  the  Preston  Industrial  Co-operative  Society  Ltd.,  to  retail  Bottled  Pasteurised  Milk  at  their 
branches  in  Watling  Street  Road,  Cadley  Causeway,  Garstang  Road,  Broughton,  and  Black  Bull 
Lane. 


Dairies.  The  eight  dairies  in  the  district  have  maintained  a satisfactory  standard.  They 
are  inspected  regularly. 

Milk  Sampling.  During  1941,  51  samples  of  Milk  were  purchased  for  bacteriological 
examination.  These  were  submitted  to  the  Pathological  Department  of  the  Preston  Royal 
Infirmary  for  examination.  15  of  the  samples  were  reported  as  unsatisfactory.  One  sample 
produced  outside  the  Urban  District  was  found  to  contain  Tubercle  Bacilli.  This  was  reported  to 
the  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  who  arranged  for  the  inspection  of  the  herd  by  a Veterinary 
Inspector  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries.  The  cow  giving  the  infected  milk  was 
subsequently  slaughtered. 

Milk-in-Schools  Scheme.  The  children  attending  two  Schools  in  the  District,  namely — The 
Fulwood  and  Cadley  Council  School,  and  the  Watling  Street  Road  Council  School,  received  daily 
supplies  of  milk  under  the  above-mentioned  scheme.  The  milk  was  obtained  from  sources 
approved  by  the  Lancashire  County  Council. 

Each  quarter,  samples  of  milk  were  obtained  and  submitted  for  examination  for  the  presence 
of  Tubercle  Bacilli.  One  of  these  samples  of  Milk  was  found  to  contain  Tubercle  Bacilli.  Imme- 
diate steps  were  taken  to  have  veterinary  examinations  of  the  herds  concerned,  and  the  affected 
cows  were  removed  for  slaughter,  under  the  Tuberculosis  Order  1925. 
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Meat  Inspection.  Until  the  commencement  of  the  present  hostilities  the  Slaughterhouse 
in  the  District  was  in  full  use,  but  when  the  centralization  of  Slaughter  came  into  operation  the 
animals  were  slaughtered  at  the  Preston  County  Borough  Abattoir.  Subsequently  the  Slaughter- 
house changed  ownership,  and  the  new  owner  applied  to  the  Local  Authority  for  a licence  to 
slaughter  horses  for  human  food.  This  was  subsequently  granted  by  the  Authority  and  slaughter- 
ing commenced  on  the  18th  October,  1941. 

The  animals  slaughtered  were  inspected  and  the  major  portion  of  the  meat  was  probably 
sold  at  a shop  in  the  Preston  County  Borough. 

Butchers’  Shops.  There  are  8 Butchers  Shops  within  the  Urban  District,  three  of  which 
belong  to  the  Preston  Industrial  Co-operative  Society  Ltd.,  and  the  remaining  five  are  occupied  by 
private  owners.  The  shops  are  of  a good  class.  The  meat  sold  and  the  establishments  were 
frequently  inspected. 

Bakehouses.  Twelve  Bakehouses  are  distributed  throughout  the  area  and  these  also  were 
regularly  inspected  and  were  maintained  in  good  order. 

Circulars  to  Food  Shops  and  Milk  Producers. 

During  1940  a displayed  circular  was  sent  to  all  business  premises  connected  with  the 
preparation,  storage,  distribution  or  handling  of  foodstuffs.  This  circular  was  also  sent  to  the  Milk 
Producing  Farms  and  Dairies  in  the  District. 

Control  over  the  Sale  of  Tuberculous  Milk. 

The  table  appended  shows  the  number  of  notifications  received  by  the  County  Medical  Officer 
of  Health  indicating  that  Tubercle  Bacilli  were  found  in  milk  produced  in  fhe  Urban  District. 


The  results  of  the  investigations  by  the  Divisional  Inspector  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture 


and  Fisheries  are  also  shown:  — 

Number  of  notifications  of  presence  of 
Tubercle  Bacilli  in  milk 


1939. 

3 


1940.  1941. 

4 ...  6 


Number  of  cows  slaughtered  as  a result 

of  notifications  4 ...  4 ...  3 

Negative  results  — ...  1 ...  2 

Animals  sold  from  the  herd  before 

investigation  was  made  — ...  — ...  1 


The  method  of  dealing  with  milk  from  the  farm,  where  the  presence  of  the  Tubercle  Bacillus 
has  been  detected  in  a sample,  is  very  unsatisfactory.  The  procedure  is: — When  notification  is 
received  from  the  Laboratory  that  Tubercle  is  present,  the  County  Medical  Officer’s  Department  is 
immediately  informed  by  telephone  (a  letter  confirming  the  telephoned  information  follows).  This 
information  is  passed  to  the  Inspector  of  the  Board  of  Agriculture  who  then  becomes  responsible 
for  the  further  investigations.  After  an  uncertain  time,  usually  two  or  three  months,  information 
is  received  that  the  affected  cow  has  been  found,  or  has  not  been  found,  and  that  the  herd  is  now 
free  of  Tubercle. 
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These  proceedings  are  cumbersome,  laborious,  wasteful  of  time,  and  do  not  provide  a margin 
of  safety  for  the  milk  drinking  population  because  up  to  the  time  the  affected  cow  is  found  this 
milk  is  still  being  supplied  to  the  public.  In  many  cases  the  affected  cow  is  not  found,  it  has  been 
sold  in  the  interval  between  the  taking  of  the  sample  and  the  time  of  the  investigations  at  the 
farm. 


Where  the  cow  is  found  and  slaughtered,  the  farmer  receives  as  compensation  a sum  less  than 
that  which  he  might  obtain  in  the  market.  This  is  usually  a source  of  grievance  with  the  farmers 
who  desire  that  greater  compensation  should  be  paid.  There  are,  however,  obvious  disadvantages 
to  paying  further  compensation.  I suggest  that  alternate  methods  detailed  below  would  overcome 
these  disadvantages : — 

(1)  Tuberculosis  in  cattle  should  be  made  compulsorily  notifiable  with  heavy  penalties  for 
failure  to  notify. 

(2)  Free  Veterinary  inspection  immediately  on  notification  would  be  an  essential  part  of  the 
scheme. 

(3)  The  absolute  prohibition  of  the  sale  of  raw  milk  from  the  farm  to  the  general  public 
would  come  into  operation  immediately  on  notification.  The  milk  would  be  available 
to  the  public  after  suitable  heat  treatment  such  as  pasteurisation  and  the  farmers  would 
be  guaranteed  against  any  m.onetary  loss  on  the  sale  of  this  milk. 

(4)  The  farmer  would  be  paid  a suitable  fee  for  notification  and  where  the  cow  affected  had 
been  slaughtered  the  full  market  value  of  this  cow  would  be  paid. 

(5)  The  local  authority  would  be  authorised,  either  by  itself  or  in  conjunction  with  another 
authority,  to  provide  and  work  an  efficient  milk  heat  treatment  unit  or  to  license  a 
local  commercial  unit  for  this  purpose. 

(6)  The  local  authority  would  be  responsible  for  the  efficient  discharge  of  the  whole  scheme. 

This  alteration  in  procedure,  by  placing  the  responsibility  for  action  upon  one  authority 
instead  of  involving  three,  would  produce  greater  efficiency  in  operation,  a marked  saving  of  time 
in  the  detection  of  the  affected  cow,  and  almost  complete  safety  to  the  customers  of  the  producing 
farm  by  the  sterilisation  of  the  milk  from  the  time  the  notification  is  received. 

Prevalence  and  Control  of  Infectious  Diseases. 

The  table  below  gives  an  analysis  of  the  cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  which  have  occurred  in 
the  area  during  the  three  years. 

Measles  accounts  for  much  the  largest  number  of  cases.  None  of  the  other  diseases  ever 
assumed  serious  epidemic  characteristics,  although  one  or  two  of  the  outbreaks  caused  temporary 


concern. 
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Most  of  the  cases  of  Puerperal  Pyrexia  and  of  Pneumonia  were  notified  from  Sharoe  Green 
Hospital. 

In  1941  certain  members  of  the  Civil  Defence  forces  were  immunised  against  Enteric  Diseases. 

The  Ministry  of  Health  in  this  year  produced  a comprehensive  scheme  to  control  Typhus 
Fever.  Fulwood  was  one  of  the  links  in  the  local  defensive  chain. 


Notifiable  Diseases  (other  than  Tuberculosis)  during  the  years  1939/40/41 


Disease — 

1939 

1940 

1941 

Scarlet  Fever  

14 

29 

22 

Diphtheria  (including  membranous  croup) 

1 

12 

7 

Enteric  Fever  (including  paratyphoid)  ... 

2 

— 

6 

Measles,  excluding  German  Measles 

1 

203 

61 

Whooping-cough  

— 

2 

31 

Acute  Pneumonia  (primary  and  influenzal) 

14 

14 

5 

Puerperal  pyrexia  

13 

4 

24 

Cerebro-spinal  fever  

3 

3 

5 

Encephalatitis  lethargica  

1 

— 

— 

Dysentery  

1 

2 

6 

Ophthalmia  neonatorum 

2 

2 

2 

Erysipelas  

1 

2 

3 

Chicken-pox  

— 

— 

1 

Undulant  Fever  

1 

— 

2 

Septic  Abortion  

— 

1 

— 

Acute  Infective  Diarrhoea  

— 

3 

— 

Acute  Infective  Gastro-Enteritis  

1 

55 

277 

175 
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Treatment  of  Tuberculosis. 

The  County  Council  provide  facilities  for  diagnosis  by  a team  of  experienced  Tuberculosis 
Officers;  by  examination  of  Sputum  and  X-Ray  examination  at  its  Dispensaries;  and  Hospital  and 
Sanatorium  accommodation  for  those  cases  suitable  for  such  treatment.  The  Tuberculosis 
Dispensary  which  serves  this  district  is  at  Walton’s  Parade,  Fishergate  Hill,  Preston.  The  Con- 


sultant Tuberculosis  Officer  responsible  is  Dr.  F.  C.  S.  Bradbury. 

1939  1940  1941 

No.  of  admissions  to  Hospital  or 

Sanatorium  10  ...  9 ...  9 

No.  removed  from  Register  as  Recovered  2 ...  3 ...  3 

No.  of  deaths  4 ...  3 ...  5 

Remaining  on  the  Register  at  end  of 

each  year  41  ...  42  ...  45 


New  Legislation. 

1939.  Lancashire  County  Council  “ Rivers  Board  and  General  Powers  Act  ” regularised 
the  registration  of  hawkers  and  their  business  premises  and  extended  the  powers  of  control  over  the 
manufacture  of  ice-cream  and  preserved  food. 

Food  and  Drugs  Act  1938,  came  into  operation  on  the  1st  October,  1939.  The  law  relating 
to  Food  and  Drugs  (including  Milk  and  Dairies),  Slaughter-houses  and  Local  Authorities’  Market 
undertakings  is  consolidated  and  amended. 

1941.  Ministry  of  Health  Circular  2423,  Milk  (Special  Designations)  Regulations  extended 
the  powers  of  local  authorities  in  the  registration  of  Pasteurising  Plants. 

Factories  and  Workshops. 

At  the  request  of  the  Minister  of  Health  no  details  of  this  part  of  the  work  are  to  be  given. 
Regular  inspections  have  been  made  throughout  the  three  years. 

The  following  report  on  the  public  health  is  appended : — 

(1)  Sanitary  Inspector. 

In  conclusion,  I desire  to  express  my  appreciation  of  the  courtesy  and  help  extended  to  me 
by  all  the  members  of  the  Council,  and  their  willingness  to  place  every  facility  at  my  disposal 
which  was  likely  to  assist  in  the  preservation  of  the  good  health  of  the  District.  I should  like  also 
to  thank  all  the  officials  of  the  Council  who  by  their  co-operation  have  made  my  work  not  only  easier 
but  also  more  pleasant. 

Yours  obediently, 

G.  G.  WRAY, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  SANITARY  INSPECTOR  FOR  THE  YEARS  1940-41. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Lady  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  very  great  pleasure  in  being  favoured  to  present  my  first  Annual  Report  as  Sanitary 
Inspector  to  the  Urban  District  Council  of  Fulwood. 

My  election  to  this  appointment  was  made  by  the  Council  in  July,  1940,  when  I succeeded 
Mr.  F.  Higginson,  who  had  previously  held  the  office  as  part-time  Sanitary  Inspector.  Mr. 
Higginson  kindly  handed  over  to  me  the  Office  Records  which  he  held,  and  by  his  intimate 
knowledge  of  the  District  has  subsequently  assisted  me  in  many  directions.  My  term  of  office  in 
this  capacity  has  not  been  one  of  the  normal  routine  duty  of  a Sanitary  Inspector,  but  due  to 
the  National  Emergency  has  been  extremely  varied  in  character. 

Work  in  connection  with  Evacuation  and  the  Civil  Defence  Services  has  occupied  time,  which 
in  days  of  peace  would  have  been  devoted  to  work  of  hygiene. 

The  following  synopsis  and  table  give  a general  outline  of  the  work  carried  out  during  the 
one  and  a half  years  under  review. 

1940.  In  July  of  this  year  when  the  Council  appointed  me  to  this  office,  the  whole  of 
the  Health  Department  was  transferred  to  the  present  Health  Office  at  4,  Victoria  Road.  Certain 
pieces  of  Office  furniture  were  purchased  and  for  some  time  the  ordinary  sanitary  work  of  the 
department  continued. 

Later  in  the  year  a large  proportion  of  the  milk  producing  farms  and  dairies  in  the  district 
were  inspected  and  recorded  on  the  card  register.  This  work  was  interrupted  by  the  many  day 
and  night  air  raid  warnings  and  by  the  influx  of  a batch  of  evacuees  from  London,  which 
rendered  necessary  the  setting  up  of  a number  of  hostels  in  the  district. 

Inspections  prior  to  the  occupation  of  the  hostels  by  the  evacuees  were  imperative,  and 
many  repairs  to  the  hostels  during  occupation  were  found  necessary. 

About  three  weeks  after  the  arrival  of  these  evacuees,  many  cases  of  notifiable  diseases 
occurred  amongst  them,  and  it  was  found  necessary  to  transport  the  cases  to  sick  bays  which  had 
been  set  up  by  the  Lancashire  County  Council.  The  visiting  of  the  premises  occupied  by  the 
evacuee  patients  and  making  arrangements  for  their  removal  to  sick  bays,  undoubtedly  occupied 
a considerable  amount  of  time. 

A number  of  nuisances  occurring  in  the  district  during  this  period  were  abated.  One 
nuisance  which  may  be  mentioned  here,  was  one  which  had  been  in  existance  for  some  time. 
This  was  characterised  by  the  foul  state  of  Savick  Brook  at  Black  Bull  Lane  Bridge,  and  was 
caused  by  the  entry  of  untreated  foul  drainage  from  a drain  communicating  with  the  brook  at 
the  north  westerly  side  of  the  bridge.  Many  house  drains  were  tested  and  eventually  the  cause 
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of  the  nuisance  was  located.  The  laying  of  a sewer  connection  in  Black  Bull  Lane  was  found 
necessary  for  the  abatement  of  the  nuisance  but  the  season  of  the  year  was  considered 
inappropriate  for  the  execution  of  the  work,  because  of  the  long  hours  of  darkness  and  restricted 
lightirig  of  vehicular  traffic.  The  connection  to  the  sewer  was  subsequently  made,  and  consequently 
the  nuisance  was  abated. 

The  inspection  of  milk  producing  farms  continued  and  the  general  sanitary  work  of  the 
district  progressed.  Near  the  end  of  the  year  the  children’s  covered  playground  at  the  Harris 
Orphanage  was  converted  into  a garage,  and  a new  garage  was  built  at  St.  Vincent’s  First  Aid 
Post.  These  works  were  necessary  for  the  housing  of  the  Ambulances  and  First  Aid  Party  cars. 

Houses  where  infectious  diseases  had  occurred  were  disinfected. 

Samples  of  milk  as  supplied  to  the  scholars  of  the  Fulwood  and  Cadley  and  Watling  Street 
Road  Council  Schools  were  obtained  each  quarter  for  examination  for  the  presence  of  Tubercle 
Bacilli. 


1941.  In  the  early  part  of  this  year  a considerable  amount  of  time  was  necessarily 
devoted  to  evacuation,  especially  the  repair  and  maintenance  of  hostels,  and  to  conveyance  of 
evacuee  children  to  the  Lancashire  County  Council  Sick  Bays.  Sanitary  inspections  continued 
to  be  made  and  the  inspection  of  Cowsheds  and  Dairies  in  the  district  was  completed. 

During  February  I attended  lectures  on  the  Decontamination  of  Food  given  by  an  official 
of  the  Ministry  of  Food  at  the  Liverpool  University  School  of  Hygiene. 

Routine  inspections  continued  to  be  made  and  the  nuisances  occurring  were  abated.  Later 
in  the  year  the  twelve  bakehouses  in  the  district  were  inspected  and  recorded  on  the  card  register. 

An  application  to  slaughter  horses  for  human  food  at  the  slaughterhouse  in  the 
district,  was  received  from  the  owner.  Inspections  of  the  slaughterhouse  were  made  and  these  were 
reported  to  the  Council.  Subsequently  the  licence  was  granted  and  the  slaughtering  of  horses 
commenced  in  October. 

The  Ministry  of  Food  opened  a Buffer  Depot  in  the  district,  and  at  their  request  inspections 
of  the  canned  foods  were  made. 

The  Watling  Street  Road  Council  School  was  disinfected  because  of  an  outbreak  of  Scarlet 
Fever  at  the  school.  Houses  contined  to  be  disinfected  where  cases  of  infectious  diseases 
occurred. 

During  the  summer  a few  cases  of  Paratyphoid  Fever  were  notified.  Inspections  were  made 
and  enquiries  into  the  dietetic  history  of  the  patients  were  instituted. 


Samples  of  ice-cream  were  obtained  and  samples  of  water  were  taken  and  submitted  for 
bacteriological  examination.  The  results  did  not  reveal  the  presence  of  organisms  of  the  Enteric 
group.  Some  cases  also  occurred  in  the  adjoining  County  Borough  and  close  contact  with  that 
Health  Department  was  maintained  during  the  period. 

Active  measures  were  instituted  regarding  the  production  of  clean  and  safe  milk.  Samples 
were  regularly  taken  each  month  from  producers  in  the  district,  and  milk  retailed  in  the  district 
was  also  sampled.  The  samples  were  submitted  to  the  Pathological  Department  at  the  Preston 
Royal  Infirmary  for  bacteriological  examination.  The  farms  where  unsatisfactory  samples  had 
been  produced  were  inspected,  and  suggestions  in  connection  with  milking  and  the  cleansing  of 
utensils  were  made  to  the  producers.  In  cases  of  samples  of  milk  which  were  reported  as 
unsatisfactory  and  produced  outside  the  Urban  District,  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  of  the  district 
where  the  samples  were  produced  was  immediately  notified.  As  the  samples  taken  and  visits  to 
farms  increased  in  number,  the  standard  of  cleanliness  of  the  milk  noticeably  improved.  On© 
owner  voluntarily  made  improvements  to  his  cowshed.  New  granolithic  floors  were  laid,  the 
height  of  the  ceiling  was  increased,  internal  walls  were  cement  rendered  to  approximately  4'  - 6" 
above  floor  level,  and  additional  natural  light  was  provided. 

As  in  the  previous  year  samples  of  School  Milk  as  supplied  to  the  scholars  at  the  Fulwood 
and  Cadley  and  Watling  Street  Road  Council  Schools  were  obtained  each  quarter  and  submitted 
for  examination  for  the  presence  of  Tubercle  Bacilli. 

Slaughtering  of  horses  commenced  at  the  licensed  slaughterhouse  during  October  and  the 
carcases  and  offal  were  inspected  The  slaughterhouse  and  appurtenant  buildings  are  well  maintained 
and  I have  not  had  any  reason  to  complain  about  their  cleanliness.  The  number  of  horses 
slaughtered  during  the  year  is  appended. 

Some  time  was  necessarily  occupied  in  connection  with  the  First  Aid  and  Ambulance 
Services  but  this  was  routine  in  character.  Throughout  the  year  the  usual  duties  of  a Sanitary 
Inspector  were  discharged,  nuisances  were  abated,  and  shops  and  places  where  food  was  stored, 
prepared  and  handled,  were  inspected.  Houses,  clothing  and  other  articles,  where  cases  of 
infectious  diseases  had  occurred,  were  disinfected  immediately  after  the  patients  had  been  removed 
to  hospital. 

Throughout  the  period  under  review  the  Infectious  Diseases  Registers  have  been  accurately 
kept,  and  returns  have  been  forwarded  each  week  to  the  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  and 
the  Registrar  General. 

The  table  beneath  gives  the  numbers  of  premises  visited,  the  houses  disinfected,  the  defects 
or  nuisances  abated,  the  informal  notices  served,  the  horses  slaughtered,  and  the  samples  obtained 
in  the  respective  years:  — 
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1940  1941 

Premises  visited 179  ...  425 

Houses  disinfected  26  ...  39 

Defects  or  Nuisances  abated  ...  29  ...  24 

Informal  Notices  served 3 ...  13 

Horses  slaughtered  — ...  19 

Milk  samples  obtained  — ...  55 

Other  samples  obtained  — ...  6 


In  conclusion,  I wish  to  thank  my  fellow  officials  of  the  Council  for  the  assistance  which 
they  have  so  willingly  given  to  me,  and  also  to  express  my  gratitude  to  the  Chairman  and 
members  of  the  Council  for  their  courtesy  and  appreciation  during  the  period  under  review. 

Yours  obediently, 

DANIEL  B.  SOUTHWORTH, 

Sanitary  Inspector. 


